
Make sense 
of your answer 
IN CONTEXT!
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  Worked Examples 

 
 

 Round the following off Round the following off Round the following off 

 to the nearest 10: to the nearest 100: to the nearest 1 000: 

 1. 494  l  490 1. 1 395  l  1 400 1. 64 720  l  65 000 

 2. 777  l  780 2. 860  l  900 2. 8 199  l  8 000 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  Worked Examples 

 

 

 1. How many 2 ´ tins of paint does Paula need if she is painting three walls  

and each wall requires 1,5 ´ of paint? 

 

  Number of litres of paint  =  1,5 ´ % 3  =  4,5 ´ 

  âPaula needs 3 tins of paint.   

      ( i.e.  2 ´ % 3  =  6 ´ of paint  but  2 ´ % 2  =  4 ´  would not be enough!) 

 

 2. Mary runs a lift club and decides that each member should pay R180,00 each month. 

How many people does she need in the lift club if she needs R1 200 per month? 

 

  She needs R1 200,00 ÷ R180,00, which is 6,66666… people.  

  She would therefore have to have 7 people in the lift club to cover the costs.  

  (She will collect a little more than the R1 200,00 she needed.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Test Your Understanding 

 

Answers on page A1 

 

1. Round off to one decimal place: 

 1.1 235,02 1.2 12,9477 1.3 38,98 

 

2. Round off to two decimal places: 

 2.1 14,111  2.2 134,6983 2.3 7 482,5104 

 

3. Round off to three decimal places: 

 3.1 7,9999  3.2 15,9983 3.3 6,7053 

 

4. Round off to the nearest 5 cents : 

 4.1 R335,73 4.2 R109,98 4.3 R34,56 

 

5. Round off to the nearest rand: 

 5.1 R199,45 5.2 R39,98 5.3 R2 719,35 

 

6. Round off to the nearest R5: 

 6.1 R4 532 6.2 R2 462,15 6.3 R3 617,95 

 

7. Round off to the nearest 10: 

 7.1 894 7.2 788 7.3 2 174 

 

8. Round off to the nearest 100: 

 8.1 38 192 8.2 7 135 

 8.3 448 

 

9. Round off to the nearest 1 000: 

 9.1 1 241 9.2 94 355 9.3 6 551 

 

10. How many dried fruit bars can you buy with R65 if each bar 

costs R9,95? 

 

11. Roy loves reading. He decides to build a bookshelf that has a length 

of 1,3 m (130 cm). His average book has a width of 3 cm. 

How many books will Roy be able to fit on his bookshelf? 

 

 

 

Rounding up or down 

 

The context in which the rounding occurs determines the way in which  

a value has to be rounded: 

 

 Money is always rounded off to two decimal places, e.g. R3,50 

 

 When buying quantities of paint, tiles etc. you will always need to round  

 the quantity up because these items are not sold in parts of the whole,  

 and if you round down you won't have enough paint or tiles. 

 

 Calculations involving people are rounded either up or down to the 

nearest whole number depending on the context. 

 How about 

rounding off 

this section 

with ice cream! 

If she rounded down to 6, she would only collect 

6 % R180  =  R1 080; which isn't enough! 

Class Worked Example ROUNDING OFF


