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 In order to comment on cartoons, it is necessary for you to have some 
knowledge of the people and events involved. Regularly reading the 
newspapers and news websites is an important way of keeping yourself 
informed. 

 

 

  Try This! Exercise 7 

 
 Study the cartoon below and ask yourself the following questions. 
 
 7.1 What role have all these people played? 

 7.2 How are they represented? 

 7.3 What is the main idea of the cartoon? 

 7.4 What is the cartoonist's viewpoint? How do you know? 

 7.5 Do you agree with the opinion of the cartoonist? 

 7.6 What is your opinion on how the characters are depicted? Why? 

 7.7 What might be the views of others regarding this cartoon? Why? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 7.8 Write your opening comments in a discussion about this cartoon. 

 7.9 Write the response of someone who has an opposing view to yours. 

 7.10 Have a group discussion about this cartoon. 

 
 

  Try This! Exercise 8 

 
 A group of four students is required to have a discussion about the cartoon 

below. 
 
 The four students are Rodney, Cassiem, Noxolo and Sive. Read their dialogue 

and complete the questions and activities that follow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Sive: I think the cartoon is funny because the people look funny. 

 Cassiem: I think it is more serious than that. The cartoonist is making an 
important comment about bad taxi drivers on our roads and that 
they break the law too easily. Do you see that? (8.1) 

 Sive: Aren't you being a bit dramatic? It's just a cartoon. Cartoons are 
meant to be funny and this… 

 Noxolo:  (interrupting) Don't be stupid, Sive, you obviously have no idea  
what you are talking about and are misinformed with regard to the 
techniques and principles that define the art of cartoon writing.  
There is no doubt that this cartoon is about the mindless uneducated 
individuals who drive taxis and their absolute disregard for the laws  
of the road. They have no respect for anyone and all deserve to be 
sent to prison. There is no doubt about this, it is all so obvious. (8.2) 

 Sive:  I don't think that is entirely true. Look at … 

 Noxolo:  (interrupting) What do you know anyway? You only got a D for 
English. 

 Cassiem:  (8.3) 

 8.1 What has Cassiem done well in his opening contribution? 

 8.2 What errors has Noxolo made in the expression of her opinions? 

 8.3 Suggest what Cassiem should say here. 

 8.4 Suggest a way of bringing Rodney into the discussion. 

 8.5 Write the next ten lines of the dialogue as you think it would play out if  
the discussion ran smoothly. 

Source: © 2008 – 2013 Zapiro (All Rights Reserved) 
Printed/Used with permission from www.zapiro.com 
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EXAM PAPER AND MEMO 

PRACTICE END-OF-YEAR 

EXAM PAPER 

ENGLISH FIRST ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE GR. 11 EXAM 

PAPER 1: LANGUAGE IN CONTEXT 2 hours 

Section A: Comprehension 

QUESTION 1

Read the text ‘Lead SA’s Challenge’, and then answer the questions that follow in full 

sentences and in your own words, unless otherwise instructed. 

 

1.1 Refer to the title. 

1.1.1 Why is the title (heading) in a larger font than the rest of the article? (1) 

1.2 Refer to paragraph 1. 

1.2.1 What is the difference between a right and a responsibility? (2) 

1.2.2 Give an example of each. (2) 

DO YOU ACCEPT THE CALL TO RESPONSIBILITY? 

By LEAD SA 

1 The Bill of Responsibilities is a world-first, revolutionary initiative which has the 

power to change South Africa for the good. It is a complementary 

document to the Bill of Rights as it reformulates the language of human rights 

into the language of responsibility. 

2 The most practical dimension of the Bill of Responsibilities is the school 

project. It will be implemented by the Department of Education by being taught 

to children throughout South African schools from Grade 1 all the way through 

to matric. It is part of life orientation, and will also hopefully infuse the 

atmosphere and the ethos of school management and leadership. 

3 We often get overwhelmed as South Africans with the question of how we can 

solve our problems. The task seems daunting and the road seems long. It seems that 

any project will take decades to bear any kind of fruit. However, the Bill of 

Responsibilities, implemented correctly, can change the face of South Africa in 

just over a decade. 

4 Consider this simple fact: there are thousands of Grade 1s throughout our  

country in 2011. In 12 years from now, if this Bill of Responsibility is properly 

implemented by the Department of Education, the pupils who graduate from  

school will have had twelve years of education about the values of  

responsibility. They will be a new generation of South Africans nurtured not  

only on the values of human rights, but the values of human responsibilities.  

They will have a new spirit of responsibility, decency and contribution. 


5 Whatever children grow up with, they consider to be normal and natural.  

When a child grows up in a family where he or she hears loving interactions 

spoken with dignity, kindness and gentleness, this becomes for the child the 

normal and natural way to talk. However, if they grow up with sounds of 

aggression and anger, this too becomes normal and natural. If children live  

in a home where hard work and commitment to family is the norm, then they  

will take in a good work ethic and loyalty. 

6 Through the Bill of Responsibilities, parents and teachers can educate a 

new generation to grow up feeling the values of responsibility are normal and 

natural. To be a parent or teacher is a calling and a holy mission. The future of 

South Africa will be determined by the impressionable young children who live  

in our homes and sit in our classrooms day after day. 

7 We are educating and training our children to possess the technical skills  

and abilities to be able to function properly in the highly complex and 

competitive modern world. Together with those technical skills, we must  

also impart to them values. 

8 It is these values that will influence the way they view the world and their 

own position within it. And that is the importance of the Bill of Responsibilities: 

 it provides a framework of values, drawn from the ethos of the new South Africa. 

9 But it is not only about children; it is about all of us. The Bill of Responsibilities  

can affect every part of society, from children through to the elderly, from  

citizens to government, and infuse everything we do with the moral values of  

our constitution. 

Source: Adapted from: Cape Times, 24 March 2011. 

Lead SA is a Primedia Broadcasting and Independent Newspapers initiative that aims 

to encourage South Africans to stand up, do the right thing and make a difference. 




